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Francine Rivers is winner of the ECPA Gold Medallion and many other awards. Her inspirational

novels move the hearts and souls of millions of listeners. Following A Voice in the Wind, An Echo in

the Darkness is the second book in her remarkable saga set in ancient Rome. As a Roman trader

grieves over a lost slave woman, he begins to learn about the faith that gave her enough strength to

face death.
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Francine Rivers second title in the Mark of the Lion series delivers a pleasant suprise. The saga

begun in "A Voice in the Wind" takes a dramatic and dark twist in "Echo in the Darkness". It stands

in sharp contrast to the first book and shines in its own right.The characters we met in the first novel

are developed a great deal in the second novel and we get down to some of the deeper issues

motivating these people. Almost non-existant is the frivolous debauchery seen in the first novel. In

the first book Ms. Rivers lays a groundwork of the lives the main characters are enmeshed in. Here,

in the second book we see the tragic consequnces of those actions. We see the ravages of

promiscuity, the hopelessness of idol worship, and the sobering effects of the apathy of a society

that is crumbling under the weight of its own debauchery. You can't help but see parallels to the

present day. This novel, more so than the first, will make you think and examine your own walk with

the Lord. The pace is breathless, be prepared to have difficulty closing the book. I ended up taking it

with me to work and reading on my breaks, I couldnt tear myself away from the story. I read the last



100 pages in one sitting ending well past 3 AM.As far as christian fiction goes its sometimes like

navigating a mine-field, you pick up a novel not knowing what the author's theology may be and

what your about to be exposed to. In this novel, Ms. Rivers has done a remarkable job of presenting

what true christian faith is all about. She shows various people from all walks of life coming to know

the Lord. Ms rivers novel shows us that the wages of sin indeed are death, but that no matter what,

God loves us, and through redemption in christ, there is life and that nothing is impossible with

christ.
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